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Spun Gold Award: an afternoon to honor Diane Fitzgerald

Posted on November 21, 2011 by Dulcey Heller

The Spun Gold Award is given by the Textile Center of Minnesota to honor a lifetime dedication in

a textile field. This year’s award goes to Diane Fitzgerald, renowned beader, bead teacher,

beadwork designer, bead store owner, and all-around bead enthusiast.

Margaret Miller, executive director of the Textile Center, welcomed attendees to a lovely buffet
of treats, with a generous display of Diane’s work, and a wonderful strolling accordion player. In
her introduction, Jean Campbell spoke of how Diane’s “absolutely contagious enthusiasm is

why we’re here today.”

http://www.dulceyheller.com/wordpress/ (1 of 8) [11/22/2011 7:59:35 PM]


http://www.dulceyheller.com/wordpress/spun-gold-award-an-afternoon-to-honor-diane-fitzgerald/
http://www.dulceyheller.com/wordpress/spun-gold-award-an-afternoon-to-honor-diane-fitzgerald/
http://www.dulceyheller.com/wordpress/author/admin/
http://www.textilecentermn.org/
http://www.dianefitzgerald.com/

Wordpress | Dulcey Heller | Beading and more...

The Zulu book grew from a box of beadwork that Diane bought, took apart piece-by-piece,
and recreated. Diane is very impressed by their beadwork, “No one does beadwork as intricate

or unusual as the Zulu.”
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Altogether, Diane has authored ten books on beadwork, as well as numerous magazine articles.
Her most recent, Shaped beadwork, was published in 2009; I've seen it translated into Spanish.
She has two books on the horizon; the first in 2012 is Diane Fitzgerald’s favorite bead projects,
her favorite existing projects under one cover. In 2013 will be More shaped beadwork, where

she takes everything in Shaped beadwork a step further, like Moorish tile beaded beads.
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I’m very glad | was able to go, and see Diane honored for the work she’s done advancing
and promoting beadwork, from which beaders all over the world have benefited. It was a

lovely afternoon, honoring a inspiring and dedicated bead artist.
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Jean Campbell, Diane Fitzgerald with her Spun Gold Award, and Margaret

Miller, executive director of the Textile Center of Minnesota
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